
 

PANDEMIC RESPONSE TEAM UPDATE 
NOVEMBER 22, 2020 

 
This has been a very active week for us at Saint Vincent Martyr School with our Town 
Hall meeting, the virus entering our building and the NJ COVID-19 Activity Map turning 
orange. Some parents asked why we did not devote more time Thursday night to the 
two confirmed cases we learned about that afternoon.  While we recognize that this may 
have been frustrating for our parents who are already carrying so many burdens and 
anxieties, we did not feel it was prudent to do a deep dive into the cases at that time as 
we had only just come to know about them and were in the midst of determining how 
widespread the impact would be on our school and who we would need to notify about 
direct exposures.  We were also concerned about maintaining the privacy of the parties. 
Instead, we made the decision to focus on the original plan for the meeting, which was 
to discuss Phase II and respond to the questions we had received from parents in 
advance of the call.  
 
Given that we did not devote much time at the Town Hall to the COVID-19 incidents, we 
have decided to focus this communication on your concerns related to the confirmed 
cases and the uptick of cases in our area. The following are responses to some of the 
questions that have come in since Thursday evening. 
 
Does St. Vincent Martyr plan to go remote before or after the Thanksgiving 
holiday? 
 
St. Vincent Martyr does not currently plan to go fully remote before or after the 
Thanksgiving holiday.  At this stage, we will only shift to remote learning for the entire 
school if required by the state or local authorities.  Please keep in mind, however, that 
there may be instances where certain grades or cohorts may on their own be required 
to temporarily go remote where the class or cohort has had a direct contact with a 
person who may be positive or has tested positive for COVID-19.  There is also the 
possibility of having to go to remote learning if we do not have sufficient staff to teach 
in-person. Please note that if a staff member is out due to contracting the virus or being 
a close contact of someone who tested positive, the staff member will continue to teach 
from home unless he/she is incapacitated with the virus. There may also be times when 
a teacher will be teaching from home and live-streaming into the classroom with the 
students being monitored by a substitute or aide. 

You should also be aware that at this time, our local Department of Health (DOH) 
recommends that schools remain open for in-person instruction in spite of the New 
Jersey Department of Health’s sobering figures found on last week’s COVID-19 Activity 
Level Index.  The guidance from the NJDOH  when the map is orange is that school 
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districts should “consider” converting to remote learning when the transmission risk in  a 
community is “High”. The data from the local DOH is more granular. It shows that in our 
locality the level of transmission remains “Moderate” even though the Northwestern 
Region is “High”. For this reason, we have not been asked to convert to full remote 
learning in the coming days. 

Why did my child come home with all of his/her books? 
 
With the rise of cases around us, we determined that it would be prudent for the children 
to carry all of their materials home in the event that we have to go remote at short notice 
-- either as a school or on a class or cohort level. We did not do this to be 
scaremongers, but to be conscious of and realistic about what is happening around us.  

With an increase in local cases, can families report a desire to learn from home 
on a short-term basis? 

We acknowledge that some families are reconsidering in-person learning as we see 
more localized cases of COVID-19.  The process for informing us of your thoughts 
concerning your child’s in-class learning has not changed: please notify your grade-level 
homeroom teacher and Nurse Reilly if you would like your child to learn from home on a 
temporary basis much like you would if you were reporting learning at home for illness. 
If you have to quarantine after Thanksgiving due to travel out of state to places that are 
listed on the NJ travel advisory, please follow the same notification process.  Our staff 
and teachers will work with your family to make learning materials available to you for 
pick up or digital delivery when possible. 

What steps are being taken to help keep students and faculty safe now that we 
have confirmed cases in the school community? 

Wearing masks, maintaining six feet of social distance, keeping desks six feet apart with 
desk shields, washing our hands and maintaining clean facilities continue to be our 
mantra. Please make sure that your child is already masked when their 
temperature is being checked in the morning and parents need to be masked 
when helping children get in the cars at the end of the day. 

Do we still have plans to move to Phase II? 
 
Yes.  Our goal is to move to Phase ll on January 19th, 2021 if metrics support this shift. 
If metrics do not support this transition, a new date will be set. 
 
As discussed during the Town Hall, we have seven class periods now and we will have 
seven class periods in Phase ll. No instructional time will be lost.  Students will be given 
age-appropriate snack breaks and No Fuss Lunch will provide ‘Lunch to Go’ for families 



 

that wish that option.  Dismissal will be at 1:20PM. An updated drop off and pick up 
schedule will be provided in advance of the return date once we have finalized all 
details. 
 
When will the next Town Hall meeting take place? 
 
Our next town hall meeting is scheduled for Thursday, December 17th at 7:00PM. 
Please mark your calendars.  You are always welcome to reach out to the school 
leadership at any time.  The Pandemic Response Team meets weekly and can be 
reached at pandemic@svmsnj.org.  Your comments, concerns and suggestions are 
most welcome! 
 
Will there be pick-up modifications made ahead of Wednesday’s early dismissal 
for Thanksgiving? 
 
Yes. On Wednesday, November 25th there will be a half day dismissal. Dismissal will 
be at 12:10PM for families whose last names begin with “M” through last names 
beginning with “Z”. These cars will be followed at 12:20PM  by families whose last 
names begin with “A” through “L.”  The afternoon Pre-K class will dismiss at 12:00PM 
accompanied by their siblings. 
 
If my child is quarantining after Thanksgiving will he/she have an opportunity to 
participate in the Christmas Shop? 
 
The Christmas Shop will go ahead as scheduled on December 2nd and 3rd. There will 
be make-up days for children on December 15th and 16th. 
 
COVID-19 Procedures 
 

What happens if during the school day, a student or staff member 
demonstrates symptoms of COVID-19? 
 
In the unfortunate event that students or staff present with COVID-19-like 
symptoms or any other viral symptoms while in the school building, they will be 
safely and respectfully isolated from others. The student/staff member will 
immediately report to the nurse who will provide him/her with a mask and gloves 
and will be brought to the designated isolation room. Students will remain in 
isolation with continued supervision and care until picked up by an authorized 
adult with continuous monitoring of symptoms.  
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What procedure must SVMS follow when a member of our community tests 
positive for COVID-19? 
 
SVMS will notify the Madison Health Department, as well as any family whose 
child or children were a close contact of the individual who tested positive for 
COVID-19.  
 
Will SVMS engage in contact tracing? 
 
Attendance will help to serve as contact tracing for staff and students, so it is 
extremely important that you report to us whether your child will be in the 
building on their designated day or if they will be participating remotely for 
the day as well as a detailed reason why they will be absent.  It is extremely 
time consuming to figure out who is supposed to be in the building for the day 
and it takes away from student instruction when you do not report that they will 
not be at school for the day.   When you do not report that your child will not be in 
on their scheduled day, we have to communicate with each other multiple times 
to find out which students are not in the building and we end up having to track a 
parent down to figure out why their child or children are not at school.  
 
The school will be responsible for doing the contact tracing in our building 
only with the help of the Madison Health Department.  
 
Different towns are covered by contact tracers from other municipalities. 
Therefore,  it is your responsibility to report to your local health department or 
municipality if your child tests positive for COVID-19 if you live outside of 
Madison. Whatever municipality covers your town will do the contact tracing for 
the family outside of school. 
 
My child and/or a household member tested positive for COVID-19. When 
can my child return to school? 
 
All of these guidelines are on the school website and have been posted there 
and updated on a regular basis since the first day of school.  This has been 
conveyed in several communications by Nurse Reilly.   Please go to the school 
website and hover over the “Parents” tab and click on “Nurse” in the drop down 
menu.  Locate the COVID-19 Guidelines and please read them and print them 
out for your reference.  
 



 

If anyone in your household tests positive, including your child, everyone in the 
household will have to be quarantined for 14 days plus an additional 10 days if 
the individual who is positive can not be isolated away from everyone in the 
household.  
 
Any individual who tested positive for COVID-19 will be able to return to school 
after 10 days of the onset of their symptoms once they meet the criteria that is 
listed in the guidelines on the school website. 
 
My child has been told they have to quarantine because they were 
identified as a close contact in their classroom to someone who tested 
positive for COVID-19.  Do the other children in my household have to 
quarantine? 
 
No.  Your other children are not considered a close contact of the individual who 
tested positive.  They are considered a contact of a contact and there is no 
indication for them to quarantine.  This has been verified by the public health 
nurse at the Madison Health Department.  
 
If your child who was identified as a close contact of the individual who tested 
positive for COVID-19 becomes symptomatic during their 14 day quarantine, they 
will then have to be tested for COVID-19.  It is at this point where you will then 
need to keep your other children home until you receive those results back.  If 
that child tests positive for COVID-19, then everyone in the household will then 
need to quarantine and be monitored for symptoms of COVID-19.  Please follow 
the scenario above. 
 
If you get your child tested for COVID-19 as a precaution after they were 
identified as a close contact and they test positive, then follow criteria in 
paragraph above.  It is not recommended to have your child tested for COVID-19 
the day after they were exposed.  The test result will not be accurate.  You 
should wait at least 4 -5 days after they were exposed to have a COVID-19 test 
performed for them to get a more accurate result. 
  
Regardless of whether your child had COVID-19 or another illness, a note 
will be required from the student’s pediatrician to be able to physically 
return to school from any absence (including in class and remote learning) 
and they have been absent for 3 or more consecutive days.   Please contact 
Nurse Reilly for more detailed guidance. 

 



 

It is now more important than ever that we reflect on our interactions and activity. What 
we do for ourselves will impact what will happen within the walls of 26 Green Village 
Road.  Thank you for partnering with us as we care for our community. 
 
 


